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cannot be underestimated. Secondly, Rayalaseema as an
economic region, offered diversities in economic life. Thirdly,
a very important' period of the history of Rayalaseema is
choosen for the present survey because varieties of sources
are available and the period was significant for the
integration of socio-economic forces in South-India. The
period from 1336 A.D. -1565 A.D. was a period of progress
and development of the History of Vijayanagara. In order to
document this progress, the region and the period are
selected for the present study.
Rayafaseema, occupied a strategic position in the
peninsular part of South-India. In the past it consisted of
the districts of Chfttoor, Cuddapah, Kumool, Anantapur and
Bellary. Later on in recent times Bellary was added to
Kamataka. The capital of Vijayanagara Empire was located
in Bellary district. Stretching along the rivers Tungabhadra,
and Krishna having the river Pennar with its tributaries
flowing through the central parts and with the outstretched
Eastern Ghats and their forests Rayalaseema has a
panoramic scenery. It was a centre of mineral wealth,
particularly diamond which was available in Vajrakarur in
Anantapur district. Many important forts of the Empire existed
in Gutti, Penukonda, Adavani, Chandragiri and other places.
The temples of Tirupati and Lepakshi emerged as big
lancfiords in the rigkm during the Vijayanagara Period. Hence
the above factor? encourage a scholar to investigate the
material base provided by Rayalaseema for the glory of the
Vijayanagara Empire. It was also obsaved by Friedrich